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Minister Closes Abalone FisheryMinister Closes Abalone Fishery

"We are unfortunately at a point where"We are unfortunately at a point where 
the commercial harvesting of wild abalone 
can no longer be justified because thecan no longer be justified because the 
stock has declined to such an extent that
the resource is threatened with 
commercial extinction," 
4 December 2007

Perlemoen: South African abalonePerlemoen: South African abalone

But there’s an elephant in the room….



S.A. Abalone Production is Higher than Ever Before

South African Abalone
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A Full Scale Commercial FisheryA Full Scale Commercial Fishery

•• PricePrice divers:divers: $$3232 5656/kg meat/kg meat

The Illegal The Illegal 
FisheryFishery •• Price Price --divers:divers: $$3232--5656/kg meat  /kg meat  

•• Income: Income: $$5050,,000 000 / boat/ day/ boat/ day
up to Rup to R55,,000000/diver/day/diver/day

H tH t 20002000 tt

FisheryFishery

•• Harvest: Harvest: >>2000 2000 ton per annumton per annum
•• Value:Value:

•• Divers: Divers: $$21 21 millionmillion p.a.
• Export: $56 million p.a.



S.A. Farmed Abalone ProductionS.A. Farmed Abalone Production
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S.A. Abalone Farm StatisticsS.A. Abalone Farm Statistics

Employment 1040 full time 141 part time

Product Gate Value $32 million

18 active farms

Average production 58 tons (up to >200t)Average production 58 tons (up to >200t)



Aquaculture TrendsAquaculture Trends

Price pressure – rising Korean Ezo productionPrice pressure rising Korean Ezo production

Larger farms consolidating and expanding

Some smaller operators struggling

Limited harvested seaweed (3650t) 

Increasing use of pelleted feed and cultured 
seaweed (600t)seaweed (600t).



Trends…Trends…

Biosecurity awareness and protocols

Water reuse, water quality management, q y g

Genetic management

Ranching guidelines MCM positive approachRanching guidelines – MCM positive approach

Sabellid 
worm

Ranched abaloneRanched 
abalone



SA Abalone Standards and ReportingSA Abalone Standards and Reporting
Current:

MCM M th t Di di ti d tiMCM Monthy reports: Disease, medications, production
EU requirements: South African Molluscan Shellfish 
Monitoring and Control ProgrammeMonitoring and Control Programme 
CITES compliance

Draft:
Marine Aquaculture Codex
Western Cape Best Manangement Practise guidelines
MCM Marine Aquaculture Environmental Management 
Plan
Integrated Coastal Zone Management Bill reporting on allIntegrated Coastal Zone Management Bill – reporting on all 
effluent pipelines every three years



The end


